










FAA "WINGS" 
PROGRAM 

Veri W. Addison 
FAA-FSDO, Accident Prevention Specialist 

In July of 1977, a new pilot safety pro
gram was introduced to the public in the 
FAA's Central Region to cope with rising 
numbers of general aviation aircraft ac
cidents attributable to pilot error. 
Designated the "Pilot Proficiency Pro
gram", it was designed to encourage 
general aviation pilots to voluntarily avail 
themselves of continuing training. A tie 
tack or lapel pin and a Certificate of Com
petence were given to those pilots who 
completed the program. Public response 
was such that the program was adopted by 
all regions in July of 1979. 

The Pilot Proficiency Award Program 
helps to reinforce the Biennial Flight 
Review by providing a mini-tlight course 
with minimum instruction times and 
selected maneuvers prescribed. The Bien
nial Flight Review is, of course, required 
by Federal Aviation Regulation Part 61.57. 
This requires all pilots to obtain a flight 
and oral review with an appropriately rated 
flight instructor once each two years in 
order to act as pilot in command of any 
aircraft. 

Allbough the Pilot Proficiency Pro
gram has been in existance in all regions 
since July of 1979, and has consistently 
been considered by the FAA as a primary 
tool for accident reduction, there are still 
numerous pilots that are unaware of the 
benefits and requirements of participating 
in this program. All pilots holding a private 
pilot certificate or higher and a current 
medical certificate, when required, may 
participate. Requests to participate in the 
program are normally made through your 
flight instructor, however, if one is 
unavailable or should he also be unfamiliar 
with the program, please contact an ap
pointed Accident Prevention Counselor or 
\J1e Flight Standards District Office. 

There are currently six Phases to the 
program. Upon completion of each Phase, 
pilots become eligible to wear and are 
presented a distinctive lapel or tie pin 
(Wings) and a Certificate of Completion. 
The Phase I Wings are plain bronze tone, 
Phase II Wings are silver tone with a star 
added, Phase III Wings are in gold tone 
with a star and wreath, Phase IV Wings 
are gold tone and have a simulated ruby 
mounted in the shield, Phase V Wings are 
gold tone with a rhinestone mounted in the 
shield, and Phase VI Wings are gold tone 
with a simulated sapphire mounted in the 
shield. Of importance is the fact that all 
pilots must earn the right to wear the Pilot 
Proficiency Wings. No complimentary 

Wings will be given. 
Pilots may select the category and 

class of aircraft in which they desire to 
receive their operational training. All train
ing requirements must be completed within 
12 months after beginning training under 
the Pilot Proficiency Award Program. Cer
tain training and flight maneuvers, with 
specified training minimums, have been 
established for airplanes, rotorcraft, 
gliders, and lighter-than-air. The training 
requirements represent those phases of 
operation for each category of aircraft that 
have been identified from accident reports 
as most likely to produce accidents. 

As an example, the training re
quirements for airplanes is as follows: 

I . One hour of flight training to in
clude basic airplane control, stalls, turns, 
and other maneuvers directed toward 
mastering of the airplane. 

2. One hour of flight training to in
clude precision approaches, take offs and 
landings, including cross wind, soft field, 
and short field techniques. 

3. One hour of instrument training in 
an airplane, instrument simulator, or train
ing device. 

Similar rC4uircmcnts apply to rotor
craft, gliders and lighter-than-air aircraft. 

The three hours of required dual in 
each category of aircraft may be 
substituted by completion of a training pro
gram utilizing simulator or training devices 
conducted by such organizations as FI ight 
Safety International, Inc., SimuFlight 
Training International, Inc., and many of 
the nations air carriers. 

In addition, all applicants must attend 
at least one FAA or FAA sanctioned Avia
tion Safety Seminar or industry conducted 
recurrent training program. FAA sanction
cll Safety Scminars anll rccurrcnt training 
programs are conducted by several in
dustry related organizations. 

Attendance at an Accident Prevention 
Program Aviation Safety Seminar must be 
verified in the pilots log book or other pro
ficiency record. This verification must be 
signed by an FAA Accident Prevention 
Specialist or other FAA personnel, or any 
Accident Prevention Counselor involved in 
conducting the seminar. 

Twelve months must elapse after the 
date of meeting the final requirements for 
the previous Phase Award before a pilot 
may initiate action to qualify for the next 
Phase Award. Additionally, for the Phase 
V and Phase VI Awards, a pilot must not 
have been involved in an aircraft accident 
within the past consecutive five years or 
six years respectively, in which he or she 
was determined to be at fault. 

The Pilot Proficiency Wings may also 
be earned by certificated flight instructors, 
based upon the number of pilots they 

certify through the program and their par
ticipation in safety clinics. Details of how 
flight instructors may earn the Proficien
cy Wings are available through the Acci
dent Prevention Specialist of the Fargo 
Flight Standards District Office. 

As pilots complete each step of the 
training outline above, their log book 
or other proficiency record must be en
dorsed by the person who gave the in
struction. That endorsement should read as 
follows: 

Mr .lMs. , Holder of 
Certificate No. , has 
satisfactorily completed the 
training requirements outlined 
in Advisory Circular 61-9IE, 
Paragraph 6A, B, C, or D. 

This is followed by the flight instructor's 
signature, instructor certificate number and 
expiration date of the instructor certificate. 

The Pilot Proficiency Award Cer
tificate and the appropriate Wings will be 
awarded after the pilot's log book or other 
proficiency record is presented to the Ac
cident Prevention Specialist for verifica
tion of completion of training as stipulated 
in the appropriate Advisory Circular 
61-9IE. 

Statistical information readily verifies 
the fact that participation in a recurrent 
training program substantially reduces the 
chances of pilot error induced incidents 
and accidents. We encourage each pilot to 
establish a regular recurrent training pro
gram and invite your participation in the 
Pilot Proficiency Award Program. 

Other safety related questions may be 
directed to Veri W. Addison, Accident 
Prevention Specialist, FAA, Flight Stan
dards District Office in Fargo. Here's 
wishing you all safe flying. 

Note from 
NDPAMA Editor 

Gary Johnson, NDPAMA 

The NDPAMA Newsletter will be 
temporarily discontinued as long as 
the NDAC puts out their newsletter. 
A publication of this type is in the 
best interest of all aviation concerns 
in North Dakota. and the NDPAMA 
will contribute to it. Please send in 
any type of article pertaining to 
maintenance. suggestions. etc. to 
Jerry Olson. Box 1306. Williston. 
ND 58801. this includes FBO·s. 
repair stations and mechanics. 



Calling All Pilots 
Gerri Sayler 

NDPA Vice President 

If there ever was a time for general 
aviation pilots to band together at the state 
level , it' s now. There is much to be gain
ed by pooling our experience and offering 
a unified stand on issues that affect avia
tion at the community and state levels. In 
most states, pilot associations are the 
strongest voices heard in aviation lobby 
efforts. 

There is another important reason to 
come together as a group - that is, the 
sheer fun of sharing good times. We, as 
fellow pilots , claim a special comraderie 
that by itself gives us a perfect rationale 
for organizing. 

The North Dakota Pilots Association 
is one of six organizations which make up 
the North Dakota Aviation Council 
(NDAC), the state's watchdog for general 
aviation. With 3,900 registered pilots in 
the state of North Dakota, NDPA could be 
one of the most influential segments of that 
umbrella organization. 

And, yet there are just 35 registered 
members of the North Dakota Pilots 
Association. A few of us are crazy enough 
to believe we might be able to breath new 
life into the organization, but we need your 
help. Without membership, there 's no 
reason to exist. 

Membership fees have been reduced 
$16 to $10 for regular members and from 
$11 to $5 for student members. What do 
you get in return? The satisfaction that 
comes with knowing your membership fee 
will be used to co-sponsor events to pro
mote safety and to put the fun back in 
flying . . 

NDPA will have a big hand in plan
ning this year's Aviation Symposium to be 
held in Bismarck in mid-March. That 
means special programs just for you, the 
pilot. 
' . When you join NDPA, you'll receive 
a membership card and a subscription to 
thc ncw statc aviation ncwsletter puh
lishc<l quarterly by NDAC to keep you 
inl()rmc<l about general aviation news 
aroun<l thc statc . 

We'd like your ideas on what NDPA 
means to you and how we can make it even 
more meaningful. What projects would 
you like NDPA get involved with? Would 
you be willing to help organize safety 
seminars or hangar parties in your area? 

Would you be interested in taking part 
in biennial flight review clinics? Poker 
runs? What about public awareness cam
paigns - is this something you think 
NDPA should work on? Are you interested 
in having a re-run of the television short 

course, Invitation to Fly, that was broad
cast over public television two years ago 
by NDPA? 

Let us hear from you . At the same 
time, send us your check for $ 10 to John 
Bridewell, NDPA Secretary-Treasurer, 
Box 8216 University Station, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota 58202 . This is your 
organization. Let us know how it best 
serves your needs. 

News from UNO Center 
for Aerospace Sciences 

The University of North Dakota broke 
ground in mid-September for a $7 million 
Aerospace Training and Research Center. 
The two-story building, being built just 
west of the Center for Aerospace Sciences 
(CAS), is designed to serve as a hub for 
development and dissemination of research 
and materials relating to air safety and 
airline operations. It will also be used as 
a base for training pilots for Northwest 
Airlines and other flight customers 
worldwide. 

A major focus will be developing 
sophisticated computer-based instruction 
programs to enhance the Airway Science 
degree for the Federal Aviation Ad
ministration and applying that technology 
to developing advanced flight training 
systems for beginning pilots through airline 
transport ratings . 

The building will be the headquarters 
for the Grand Forks division of Northwest 
Aerospace Training Corporation (NATCO). 
a flight training subsidiary of NW A, Inc .. 
parent of Northwest Airlines. It will 
feature four 3-degree flight simulator bays 
to be equipped with full-motion commer
cial simulators and cockpit procedure 
trainers . In addition to pilots training here 
on a contract basis with N A TCO, students 
enrolled in UND's four-year aviation pro
grams will also have access to the full 
motion simulators during off-peak hours 
for little more than the operating cost. 

The building will also be equipped 
with media production studios for develop
ment of computer-based instruction pro
grams. CAS staff will be doing a major 
share of developing new training pro
totypes for the entire Northwest fleet of 
B727, 747, 757, and newly-acquired 
Republic aircraft, DC-9, DC-IO and Con
vair 580. 

The project is being funded jointly 
by a grant from the Federal Aviation 
Administration and the sale of bonds 
approved by the State Board of Higher 
Education and the Legislature. 

1988 NORTH DAKOTA 
AVIATION SYMPOSIUM 

Jerry Olson 
North Dakota Aviation Council 

The North Dakota Aviation Council's 
annual symposium will be held March 7-9 
at the Kirkwood Motor Inn in Bismarck . 
Any and all individuals that have topics or 
concerns they would like to see addressed 
at the symposium, please contact one of 
your organizations officers. This years 
symposium is shaping up to be one of the 
best ever - so make plans now to attend. 

Operation Raincheck 
Archie Whitaker 

Operetion Raincheck Coordinator 
Federa/ Aviation Administration 

(612) 463-5125 

Operation Raincheck will be offered 
to the flying public according to the follow
ing schedule: 

November 2 . .. . . .. .. . .. Fargo, ND 
Dakota Aero Tech Class Room, Old 
Terminal Building, Hector Field, 
6:30 p .m. to 10:00 p.m. 

November 3 ...... Grand Forks, ND 
FAA Conference Room, Old FSS 
Building, International Airport , 
6:30 p.m . to 10:00 p.m. 

November 4 ....... . .. . . Minot, ND 
Trinity Hospital , Kitchen Facility , 
6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

November 5 . .. . . . .. . Bismarck, ND 
State Capitol Auditorium, State 
Capitol , 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

The agenda is as follows: 
I . Introduction 
2 . History of FAA/Operation Raincheck 
3. Air Traffic Control Procedures 

(Center) 
4. Air Traffic Control Procedures 

(Terminal) 
5. Regional FSS 

The course is designed to familiarize 
pilots with Air Traffic Control. its benefits. 
responsibilities. functions. problems. and 
relationships with all facets of aviation. 
Although the program is oriented to the 
instrument-rated pilot. all pilots should be 
encouraged to participate . 

AIRPORT EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
One (1) AIRPORT UGHTING CONTROL PANEL 

eM Specification l-821 SIM. 10 
Westinghouse Style '1585101 CL 18-348 
RUNWAY SELECTOR · Low. Mod .. Hogh 

Intensity 
10 Toggle Swrcches lor WUldcone , Aeacon. 

ele. 
0 ... (1) WESTINGHOUSE CONSTANT CURRENT 

REGULATOR 
StallC Type, Remote OperattOn. Bnghtness 

Control 
S().6() Cycles-SM'lgte Phase 
Style 1375502 
CIIA Spec. l ·812 
Control Voltage 1041125 
Pnmary Voltage 2081250 
Output Amperes 6.615514.8 
Rated Output 4KW 

CALL JERRY OLSON n4-8594 ~ 



The Williston Airshow was held May 16th and 17th attracting some 7000 people during 
the two day event. Entertainment included: The Coors Light Silver Bullet Jet, AI, Warren 
and Kent Pietsch Aerobatics, The Misty Blues all women skydiving team, Bob and Pat 
Wagner Aerobatics, and Dakota Balloon Adventure. Thanks to the many volunteers, the 
airshow was considered a great success. 

North Dakota Aviation Quarterly 
Box 1306 

Williston, North Dakota 5880 I 

" As a matter of fact, sir, I'm just 
the mechanic, he 's the pilot. " 

BULK RATE 
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